Present:

UNADOPTED

REPORT OF THE LEISURE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON 30 JUNE 2026 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE

Clir S K Dexter (Chairman) Clir K Jones
Clir W R Ackers

In attendance: Chris Walters (up to and including item 8), Parish Clir T May

Clerk:

Mr G M Mundy

Election of the Chairman for this committee for the 2026-27 municipal year

It was MOVED Clir Ackers SECONDED CliIr Jones and RESOLVED unanimously
“that ClIr Dexter is elected as Chairman of this committee”
There being no other nominees, Clir Dexter was elected as Chairman.

Election of the Vice Chairman for this committee for the 2026-27 municipal year

It was MOVED CliIr Ackers SECONDED Clir Dexter and RESOLVED unanimously
“that Cllr Smeddle is elected as Vice Chairman of this committee”
There being no other nominees, Cllir Smeddle was elected as Vice Chairman.

Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Parish Clirs M Charlton, A P Harker, F D Parnell, G
Smeddle, K Rowland and A Stoter.

Sign the report of the Leisure and Recreation committee meeting held on 10 March
2026

It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously
“that the report is signed as a true record of the meeting”

Clerks’ summary report from the last meeting

(a) Item 4(c) — How can the Council better support young people in grove through
accessible opportunities, positive activities and community involvement including
voluntary youth activities such as a weekly fee or £1 donation football sessions. The
Clerk informed the committee that he has not yet heard from Clir Stoter regarding this
action and hoped that she will update the committee at the next Leisure and
Recreation meeting she attends.

(b) Item 6(a)(i) RoOSPA (Play Safety) quarterly report dated February 2026 — Bird Spikes.
The Clerk informed the Council that metal bird spikes are not allowed to be attached
to children’s play equipment for safety reasons.

Junior swing A frame. The Clerk informed the committee that he is waiting for a quote
from Wicksteed Leisure for the repair and or replacement of the swing set.

Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for

No declarations were given at this time.

Questions from members of the public relevant to items on the agenda for this
meeting
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No questions were raised.

Chris Walters — regarding the Oxfordshire County Council’s initiative ‘Tree
Guardians’

Chris Walters informed the Council that all volunteers who monitor and sometimes water
the trees and asked the Council if it could promote the Tree Guardianship initiative by
displaying the poster and monitoring the trees and reporting any issues to the County
Council.

The Clerk informed the Council that the posters are already on the Council’s noticeboard
and has been on the Council’s website. He added that the Councils maintenance staff do
monitor and report and issues as and when they occur or are reported to them.

Items relating to Play Areas, Allotments and Open Spaces

(a) RoSPA quarterly reports dated 23 April 2026 (including the Clerks overview report).
The reports were noted.

(b) Report on Parish Council allotments. The reports were noted.

Recreation Ground/Wasbrough Field issues

(a) Recommendation to Full Council on the options for a proposed 3G floodlit sports pitch
on the Wellington Gate sports pitch area. The Clerk had previously distributed
various documents to all Councillors which detailed the options and design rationale
produced by Steve Wells Associates.

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED Clir Ackers and
RESOLVED unanimously

“to recommended to Full Council that option one is the preferred option moving
forward and that the Council now consider funding options”

(b) Recommendation to Full Council on the options for a proposed Tennis and Pickleball
facility in Grove. The Clerk explained that monies are now available for Tennis and
Pickleball to be a reality in Grove.

He said that to apply for funding now the Council had to decide on a location. He
added that currently there are only three locations (under the Council’s control) where
this facility could fit; Recreation Ground, Kingcup Green and Bosleys Orchard.

The preferred choice is the Recreation Ground, alongside the central hedge (in front
of the Scout Hut and Grove Challengers facility.

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED CliIr Ackers and
RESOLVED unanimously

“to recommended to Full Council that the Recreation Ground option is the
preferred option moving forward and that the Council now consider funding
options”

(c) Election of two members onto the Recreation Ground User group. Following a
discussion, it was agreed (subject to confirmation) that Magda Charlton and Karann
Rowland are elected on to the Recreation Ground User Group.

Trees

There was nothing to consider.

20f3
UNADOPTED



UNADOPTED

Leisure and Recreation committee 30 June 2026

The meeting closed at 8pm

Confirmed: 22 September 2026

Chairman
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