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REPORT OF THE LEISURE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 16 DECEMBER 2025 AT OLD MILL HALL, GROVE 

 
Present:  Cllr S K Dexter (Chairman)  Cllr K Jones 
  Cllr G Smeddle (Vice Chairman)  Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr M Charlton    Cllr K Rowland  
  Cllr A Stoter (part meeting) 
 
Clerk: Ms E McKivitt 
 

 1 Apologies for absence 
 

  Apologies had been received from Cllr C T McCarthy and Mr G M Mundy. 
 

 2 Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the 
agenda for this meeting 
 

  No declarations were received. 
 

 3 Sign the report of the meeting held on 23 September 2025 
 

  It was MOVED Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the report of the Leisure and Recreation committee meeting held on 23 
September 2025 be signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 4 To receive and note the Clerks report from the previous meeting (for 
information only) 
 

  (a) Item 4(a) – RoSPA quarterly report dated 1 April 2025 (including the Clerks overview 
report.  The Clerk informed the committee that he has contacted Kompan regarding 
the Agility Bridge and asked why the wooden support posts were not installed into 
metal post holders.   
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

  He said that Kompan have now responded and said that the Parish Council were 
given the option to install metal post holders in to support the wooden legs but the 
offer was declined due to costs.  He is now waiting for quotes to come from Kompan 
to rectify this decision. 
 

   He added that the maintenance staff are checking the structure on an almost daily 
basis and if the structure becomes unusable, will be removed. 
 

  (b) Item 4(b) – Traveller working group update.  The Clerk informed the committee that 
CCTV coverage is now available covering the entrance to the Wellington gate sports 
pitch. 
 

  (c) Item 6(a) – Grove and Wantage Extravaganza 2026.  The Clerk informed the 
committee that he has informed the organisers of the Council’s decision. 
 

  (d) Item 6(b) – Grove Challengers 6 a side competition 2026.  The Clerk informed the 
committee that he has informed Grove Challengers FC of the Council’s decision. 
 

  (e) Item 6(c) – White Horse Folk Festival 2026.  The Clerk informed the committee that 
he has informed the organisers of the Council’s decision. 
 

  (f) Car and Truck Show 2026.  The Clerk informed the committee that he has informed 
Mike Hissey of the Council’s. 
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  (g) Correspondence from the Chair of Challow Sports.  The Clerk informed the committee 
that he has informed the Chair of Challow Sports of the Council’s decision. 
 

 5 To receive questions from members of the public relating to items on the agenda 
for this committee 
 
No members of pubic were present. 
 

 6 To consider items relating to Play Areas/Allotments/Open Spaces 
    
  (a) To receive the RoSPA (Play Safety) quarterly report dated 16 October 2025.  The 

reports were received and noted. 
 

 7 To consider Recreation Ground/Wasbrough Field issues 
 

  (a) To consider allowing George Scarrott and Sons Fun Fair to attend Wasbrough Field 
in September 2026 (dates to be confirmed).  The Clerk informed the committee that 
this event (if approved) would take place over the 2nd weekend in September. 

 
   Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Smeddle and 

RESOLVED unanimously 
 

Clerk   “that permission is granted, subject to the usual conditions” 
 

Cllr Stoter arrived 
 

 8 Youth matters/initiatives 
  

  (a) How the Council can better support young people in Grove through accessible 
opportunities, positive activities and community involvement including voluntary 
youth activities such as weekly free or £1 donation football sessions.  Cllr Stoter 
addressed the committee about the opportunities for young people in the village.  Cllr 
Charlton said that the County Council have been looking at the ‘Future Generations 
Act’ and this may be a great opportunity to engage with the Youth.   
 

   Cllr Dexter said that the Parish Council has very few facilities, there is also the issue 
of insurance, staff time and DBS checking.  He said that whilst the Council cannot do 
very much, it could help with data collection, social media posts but this would have 
to be done by somebody else.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stoter 

  Cllr Smeddle said that he did not think that the Council had any sort of presence on 
social media where young people are and this would probably have to be circulated 
by Schools.  Following a further discussion, Cllr Stoter agreed to liaise with local 
church groups and other local groups and arrange further meetings to discuss and 
consider her findings.  Following a further discussion, Cllr Stoter agreed to liaise with 
local church groups and other local groups and arrange further meetings to discuss 
and consider her findings. 
 

 9 Trees 
 

  A discussion ensued regarding the newly planted trees along Brereton Drive, the Clerk 
informed the committee that the County Council were responsible for these trees and any 
complaints should be directed to them. 
 
 
 
 
 



Leisure and Recreation committee  16 December 2025 
 

3 of 3 
 

 10 To receive Chairmans Urgent Communications 
 

  The Chairman reminded members that the annual Christmas tree Carol Service takes place 
on Thursday 18 December at the parish Christmas tree and that Wellington gate Christmas 
tree service takes place at Lancaster Crescent on Friday 19 December.  
 

   
 The meeting closed at 7.52pm 

 
 Confirmed:  10 March 2026 

 
                                     

_____________________ 
                                                                           Chairman 

 
 
 

 


