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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD
ON TUESDAY 2 DECEMBER 2025

Clir C T McCarthy (Chairman) (part meeting) ~ Clir F D Parnell

Clir S K Dexter (Vice Chairman) Clir D Rolfe
Clir WR Ackers Clir K Rowland
Clir R Batstone Clir G Smeddle
Clir M Charlton Clir J M Stock
Clir J Leggott

Zoe Norton (Community Development Officer -Wellington Gate Development) of the Vale of
White Horse District Council

Mr G M Mundy

Prior to the start of the meeting Clir Dexter informed the Council that the Chairman:
was stuck in traffic and would not arrive in time for the start of the meeting, therefore
he would chair the meeting until the Chairman arrived

Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had beeh received from Parish Clirs J Goodman, K Jones, B Maginn
and A Stoter. Apologies had also been received from County and District Clir J Hannaby
and from District Clir K Bentley.

Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for
this meeting

No declarations were made at this time.

To sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 21 October 2025
It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the minutes of the meeting are signed as a true record of the meeting”

To sign the minutes of the Special Full Council meeting held on 28 October 2025

It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the minutes of the meeting are signed as a true record of the meeting”

To sign the minutes of the Special Full Council meeting held on 18 November 2025

. It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the minutes of the meeting are signed as a true record of the meeting”

Clerks’ summary report from the previous meeting

(@) Minute 94(c) — Asset of Community Value (ACV). The Clerk informed the Council that
he has not started this action due to other commitments but has contacted the OALC

for advice.

(b) - Minute 94(d) — Investments. The Clerk informed the Council that a meeting of the
Finance and General Purposes committee took place on Tuesday 18 November 2025.
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Full Council 2 December 2025

He added that whilst he has been given a specific action, he is trying to arrange another

meeting with the former Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Finance Officer of

Bromsgrove and Redditch Council with experience of investments/Council Finance to
Clerk come and talk to the committee. Further details to follow.

(¢) Minute 94(e) — Christmas tree.  The Clerk informed the Council that the Christmas tree
had been installed and that the lights were turned on today.

(d) Minute 94(l) — Security working group. The Clerk informed the Council that he has not
Clerk - received any quotes for the works described and will cast his enquiry further afield.

(e) Minute 98 — Approval for s106 funding frofn Wantage and Grove Cricket Club. The
Clerk informed the Council that he has notified the District Council of this Council's

decision in this regard.

() Minute 99 — s106 funding for the Artistic Bridges project (Consultation and Design
phase only). The Clerk informed the Council that he has notlf ed the District Council of
the Council's decision in this regard.

(9) Minute 101 — CCTV for Millbrook Square. The Clerk informed the Council that he will
attend a site meeting with Fortress Alarms to identify a suitable spot for CCTV. Once
agreed with Fortress Alarms he will then seek permission of the land/building owner for
their permission to erect either a pole to mount a CCTV camera on or mount a camera

Clerk directly onto their property.

(h) Minute 103 — Wellington Gate Christmas tree — The Clerk informed the Council that he
has notified the resident of Wellington Gate of the council's contribution of up to £200
for a Christmas tree. The Clerk added that the tree has now been ordered and will be
delivered on or around 10/11 December 2025. He further added that all members are
invited to attend the Wellington Gate Christmas tree carol service on Friday 19

All December 2025 starting from 5.30pm at Lancaster Crescent.

()  Minute 105 — Professional service fees for the proposed 3G pitch. The Clerk informed
the Council that this matter will be further discussed under item 123 on the agenda for

this meeting.

118 To recelve Zoe Norton (Wellington Gate Community Development Officer — Vale of
White Horse District Council

Zoe thanked the Council for the opportunity introduce herself as the Community
Development Officer for the Vale of White Horse District Council for both the Crab Hill and

Grove Airfield developments.

Zoe gave an overview of what she has been doing since she assumed the role just over
seven months ago, which included:

The first three months were taken up with understanding the role, engaging with all
stakeholders and building relationships.

Over the last four months | have met with residents and community groups regularly to hear
their ideas, organise events as the year has progressed.

In September and in collaboration with the Active Communities Co-ordinator, we launched
‘Active Buggies’ with parents for a period of 5 weeks and since then one of the parents from
Wellington Gate has taken up the role of leading this activity of buggy walks not only around
the development but wider Grove.
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Also, in September we hosted a ‘welcome’ drop-in event supported by the Parish Council
for new residents which enabled them to make new social connections and gather local

information.

More recently we have launched the Grove community walk that leaves from Wellington
Gate every Monday lunchtime designed for people working from home who just want to take
a break for about an hour.

As we are heading towards the festive season, | have been really supported by the Parish
Council. | have been assisting residents of Wellington Gate and the local community to
organise their Christmas Carol event on Friday 19 December 2025 starting at 5.30pm.

| continue to attend the Wellington Gate Community Collaboration Group, which sits just
below the Strategic Planning Group (Development Forum). Residents now have a voice on
the Community Collaboration Group meeting.

I will be supporting the residents of Wellington Gate to set up a more formal ‘Residents
Association’ with help from the OCVA and Voluntary Action to help with a formal constitution.

Over the last seven months | have supported the Community Arts Development Officer in
bringing forward various art projects in Grove.

I am working with the Economic Development lead and looking at s106 contributions of
approx. £54,000 for the Community Employment Plan to be used for Employment and
Training.

| also attend the Grove Airfield Development forum which is led by the Vale's Planning Team.

The Community Development Officer then took several questions from members which were
not recorded. '

119 Questions from the public

(@) Question from Mr David Cotterill — Will the Parish Council sell the Village Hall including
the allotment gardens to Mr David Cotterill. Mr Cotterill was not present during the
meeting. The Clerk informed the Council that Mr Cotterill had approached him about
a year ago requesting that the Parish Council sell him part of the land which makes up
the Village Hall allotment gardens (Mr Cotterill’s family own the Old Post Office next to

the Village Hall allotments).

Unsure of the legal status of the land in question, the Clerk then informed Mr Cotterill
that he would have investigate the matter and would get back to him. In the meantime,
Mr Cotterill had since requested the Council sell him the allotment gardens and the
Village Hall. ,

The Clerk had responded to Mr Cotterill's request and said that the land could not be
sold because it is held in trust by the Parish Council having been donated to the Council
in 1908. The land was then sub-divided in 1966/67 to form the allotment gardens and
the Village Hall with car park at the front adjacent to the road, the Village Hall Charity
(registration number 282261) was created to.oversee the management of the Hall. The
Clerk added that according to the law, the Council could not dispose of the allotment
gardens (even if it wanted to) without the express permission of the Secretary of State
for Housing, Communities and Local Government.

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council were not prepared to
enter into negotiations with Mr Cotterill regarding the Village Hall and or allotment
gardens.
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120 To receive District and County Councillor reports

(a) County and District Council reports. Parish, County and District Clir R Batstone gave
a verbal report, no written report was forthcoming.

121 Updates regarding the Grove Airfield Development

(a) Verbal report from the Grove Development Forum meeting held on 27 November 2025.
The Clerk updated the Council as follows:

e The LEAP (Locally Equipped Area of Play) on Allen Close has been inspected and
the District Council will be issuing a Final Completion certificate in the next two
weeks. It will then be down to the respective solicitors to do their bit.

o Persimmon are completing all the remedial actions for the first phase of the runway
park (from Lancaster Crescent to Allen Close) and will be ready for handover by
the end of Q1 2026.

e Barnaby Harris (senior planner at Persimmon Homes (Wessex) will come and talk
* to the Council on 13 January 2026 to present the latest version of the plans for the
new Community Hub before it goes to public consultation

e Persimmon will submit an application in February 2026 for the new Local Centre of
which the Community Hub is a part

e The application for the second LEAP further north/west in the development will be
submitted in January 2026

e Current occupations are as follows are at 923:
o 263 affordable
e 11 first homes scheme
o 649 open market

o Allotments — works on the allotments will begin in the Spring of 2026 and be ready
for the summer of the same year?

e Because of an issue with ‘road space’ Persimmon will start works on works on

Brereton Drive and Main Street

e Penny Beale has given the Clerk a contact regarding the potential school crossing,
he said that he will endeavour to get costs for the design of the crossing in time for
the meeting on 13 January 2026 for the Council to consider.

Parish Clir C T McCarthy arrived and assumed the Chair

(b) Minutes of the Crab Hill development forum meeting held on 23 October 2025. The
minutes were noted. Clir Parnell informed the Council that whilst there is future forum
meetings scheduled for February, June and October 2026, the likelihood is that the
June 2026 meeting will be the last forum meeting due to the development almost being
complete.

122 To authorise the Clerk to apply for a s106 contribution of £54,788.25 from Land West

of Station Road (A338) South of Williams Grand Prix Engineering, Grove (16V67) for

the Three (two) Bridges public art project

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clr Smeddle SECONDED ClIr Rolfe and
RESOLVED unanimously

“to authorise the Clerk to apply for s106 funding as described above”
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123 To further discuss the proposed 3G floodlit pitch and to consider several quotes
provided by both MUGA-UK and from Steve Wells Associates
Due to an admin error this matter was deferred until the Special Full Council meeting to be
Clerk held on Tuesday 9 December 2925.

124 Recommendations from Committee’s

(a) Recommendation from the Environmental Services and Planning committee meeting
held on 4 November 2025. ‘“that the budget for the 2026/27 financial year for the
Environmental Services and Planning committee is set at £57,800"

It was MOVED Clir Ackers SECONDED Clir Rowland and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the budget for the 2026/27 financial year for the Environmental Services
and Planning committee is set at £57,800”

(b) Recommendation from the Leisure and Recreation committee meeting held on 23
September 2025. “that the budget for 2026/27 financial year for the Leisure and

Recreation committee is set at £52,500”

It was MOVED ClIr Dexter SECONDED ClIr Smeddle and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the budget for the 2026/27 financial year for the Leisure and Recreation
committee is set at £52,500”

(b) Recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes committee meeting held on
18 November 2025. “that the budget for 2026/27 financial year for the Finance and

General Purposes committee is set at £424,280"

It was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED ClIr Parnell and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the budget for the 2026/27 financial year for the Finance and General
Purposes committee is set at £424,280”

125 To consider the Council budget for 2026/27 financial year as prepared by the Clerk

It was MOVED CliIr Dexter SECONDED ClIr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the Council budget for 2026/27 financial year is set at 534,580, an increase over
last year of 2.92%”

126 To consider the Precept for the 2026/27 financial year

It was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED Clir Rowland and RESOLVED unanimously -

“that the PRECEPT for Grove Parish Council for the 2026/27 financial year is set at
Clerk £534,580” ,
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127 Planning applications to be considered

P25/V2215/FUL — Expansion of Primary provision at Grove CE Primary School, and the
inclusion of integrated nursery accommodation by refurbishing the existing school building
and constructing a new single storey 9 classroom teaching building with main hall, plant,
stafffadmin, entrance area, associated storage and toilets. New associated external
landscaping, including external canopies, hard courts, cycle storage, car parking and turning
area are also proposed at Grove CE Primary School, North Drive, Grove, OX12 7PW.

Comment: Following a discussion, it was agreed that there were no objections to this
application if there is adequate provision of controlled school crossing points on all roads

Clerk - leading to the new school building and new nursery provision and construction is from
Kingside (North of the development site).

128 Chairman’s Communications

(a) Letcombe Brook Project s106 application for digital interpretation boards. Following a
discussion, it was MOVED Clir Parnell SECONDED Clir Leggott and RESOLVED

unanimously

“that the Parish Council fully supports this application”

(b) Lidl opening — 11 December 2025. The Chairman informed the Council that he has
been invited to the opening of the new Lidl on Grove Road. He said that all members
are invited to attend and witness the opening ceremony. '

129 Accounts for payments, cash and bank balances (includiriggserves and investments
since the last meeting and to note any losses or gains in the CCLA Property Fund

It was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED Clir Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the accounts for payment of £66,928.60 arl adopted, the cash and bank __-

balances and that the losses and or gains in the] CCLA RBroperty E)unfl  arenioted”

Meeting closed: 8.32pm { b A

Confirmed: 13 January 2026

Chairman
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Environmental Services
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FULL COUNCIL MEETING 21 OCTOBER 2025
Accounts for Payment from 17 October — 27 November 2025

Appendix 1

Incl VAT Ex VAT
E Sim, Gardening work at the cemetery 15.00
Castle Water, 1 Sep — 30 Sep 25 10.73
Shield Maintenance, Dog Waste Removal 499.20 416.00
Biffa, Waste Transfer 232.63 193.86
TOTAL 757.56
Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT Ex VAT
EE, Clerk’s mobile phone 29.53
Norton, Internet subscription 49.99 41.66
Onecom, OMH Internet Sep 25 348.83 290.69
Norton, Microsoft windows year subscription 49.99 41.66
Grenke, Photocopier rental Oct 25 221.70 184.75
Amazon, OMH Maintenance 12.98 10.82
Amazon, No waiting cones 338.00 281.66
British Gas, OMH Gas 22 Aug — 21 Sep 25 60.98 58.08
Castle Water OMH, 1 Sep — 22 Oct 25 105.39
Charlton Park Garden Centre, Maintenance Materials 25.00
Lyreco, Stationery 242.10 230.42
DJ&CA Cannings, Village Maintenance Materials 106.93 89.10
RJR Landscaping, Removal of x3 Tree stumps 390.00 325.00
Parish Online, mapping licence 288.00 240.00
PPL, Music License OMH 658.63 526.90
G’s Catering, OMH Catering — Council Reception 731.50
APS Hire Sales, Village Maintenance Materials 812.14 676.79
RIR Landscaping, Pollarding 2,922.00 2,435.00
Shield Maintenance, Dog Waste Removal 499.20 416.00
Charlton Park Garden Centre, Maintenance Materials 25.00
LM Gas Services, OMH Gas Repairs 180.00 144.00
Falcon Signs, Car park sign 130.99 109.16
Swift Digital. Environmental Levy 6.00 5.00
Swift Digital. Photocopy copies Jul-Oct 25 338.44 - 282.03
Onecom, OMH Internet Oct 25 312.89 260.74
Cintra, Pay/HR Services Sep 25 450.00 375.00
Sainsburys, Drinks for Council Reception 293.58
Royal British Legion, Wreath 50.00 46.67
SSE, OMH — 1 Sep — 30.Sep 25 273.66 260.63
Mtech, Phone services Sep 25 145.16 120.93
Dell Technologies, OMH Software services 1,946.99 1,622.49
Grove Day Centre, (Wellington Gate Fund) 90.00
Seldram Supplies, Cleaning Supplies 87.70 73.09
Siemens, Photocopier lease rental Oct 25-Oct 26 348.44 288.70
SSE, WG Pavillion 1 Sep — 30 Sep 25 611.65 582.52
13,183.39
Incl VAT Ex VAT
Wessex, rear deck roller wheel 44.38 36.98E
LJ & CA Cannings. PPE & various vehicle parts 961.09 818.65
ROSPA Play safety, Quarterly playground inspections 438.00
LJ & CA Cannings. Maintenance materials 364.08 303.41
Elms Farm Partnership, Allotments June 25-June 26 540.00 450.00
SSE, Tractor Shed 1 Sep — 30 Sep 25 77.60 73.90
SSE, Storage Shed 1 Sep — 30 Sep 25 50.52 48.11
Certas Energy, white diesel 1,797.36 1,497.80
Rhino Security, Additional bollard keys 51.00 42.50
Snob and Lock, key cutting 24.00
Grant & Stone, Maintenance materials 19.40 16.17
LJ & CA Cannings. Maintenance materials 31.61 26.34
Grant & Stone, Maintenance materials 57.65 48.04
TOTAL 4,456.69

Chairman

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £18,397.64




Alc balances as at 27 November 2025

Charity A/c

Community Directplus A/c -
Instant Deposit A/c =
Petty Cash -

Total Cash in Bank -

Investments (including Reserves)

CCLA - Public Sector Deposit Fund (Average yield is 4.5%)
CCLA - Local Authorities Property Fund current LAPF
value as at 31 Oct 25 is £105,888.81
(a Loss of £14,111.19)

Total Investments

Total Bank and Investments

£4,348.30
£173,487.33
£81,184.79
£175.98

£259,196.40

-£760,000 ** — (Yield to date this FY is £21,929.48 = 2.89%)
-£120,000 ** - (Yield to date this FY is £3,651.56 = 3.04%)

£880,000.00

£1,139,196.40

NB: Sums included in the CCLA Property Fund are not to be included in the Council’'s Reserves

Reserves breakdown as 27 November 2025

General Reserves
Specific (Earmarked) Reserves:

Future Projects Reserve

Allotment Deposits Reserve

Balancing Pond

Community Infrastructure Levy
Depreciation Reserve

Grove Meadows Reserve

GAD Community Facilities Fund

GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund
GAD Drainage maintenance fund

GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund

® © o © © 0 o 0 0 o

Total Specific (Earmarked) Reserves
Minus CCLA Property Fund

Total available reserves

e  *The Wellington Gate Community Facilities Fund is s106 monies (administered by the Parish Council) to enable

£120.783

£1,001

£1,850

£505

£34,012 (CIL payment 4/25)
£65,006

£118,176 (s106 contributions)
£67,037* (s106 contributions)
£76,078 (s106 contributions)
£225,265 (s106 contributions)
£15,993 (s106 contributions)

£604,923
£120,000

£484,923

Wellington Gate community-based groups to hire local facilities to meet the group’s needs.

e ™ Public Sector Deposit Fund investment (immediate access) is made up from the following sources:

Current Year Fund (Budget remaining) -
General Reserve =
Community Infrastructure Levy -
Depreciation Reserve o
Grove Meadows Reserve -
GAD Community Facilities Fund -
GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund -
GAD Drainage maintenance fund -
GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund-

£142,994
£120,783
£34,012
£34,477
£102,218
£67,037 *
£76,078
£225,265
£15,993

e ™ | ocal Authorities Property Fund investment (on-going/continual investment) is made up from the following sources:

£60,000.00 from General reserves
£60,000.00 from the Grove Meadows Reserve



