4 Vale
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Planning = _
District Council

GROVE AIRFIELD

DEVELOPMENT FORUM MINUTES 27 November 2025

MEETING DURATION: 14:15- 15:15
LOCATION: Old Mill Hall, Grove, OX12 7LB

ATTENDEES (16)
VOWHDC

- Emily Hamerton (EH) — Development Manager (Major Applications & Enforcement)
- Penny Beale (PB) Principal Planning Officer (Major Applications)

- Sally Wright (SW) - Senior Planning Officer (Major Applications)

- Zoe Norton (ZN) — Community Development Officer (Wantage & Grove)

- Julie Perrin (JP) - Infrastructure Implementation Officer

APPLICANT AND DEVELOPER TEAM (PERSIMMON)

- Barnaby Harris (BH) — Senior Planner
- Wayne Jones (WJ) - Development Manager

DEVELOPMENT FORUM MEMBERS

- Clir Ron Batstone (Clir RB) - Ward ClIr, Grove North

- Clir Jenny Hannaby (ClIr JHby) - Ward ClIr, Wantage & Grove Brook

- Graham Mundy (GM) - Clerk, Grove Parish Council

- Frank Parnell (FP) — Grove Parish Council

- Dan Rolfe (DR) - Grove Parish Council

- Hugh Rees (HR) — Wantage Deanery (Oxford Diocese)

- Sarah Shackleton (SS) - St John'’s Parish Church

- Gareth Smith (GS) — Wantage and Grove Active Travel (WAGAT)"

- Karann Rowland (KR) - Grove Parish Council, Chair of Grove Challengers FC

The following is a written summary of the topics discussed.

Development Update & Discussion Page 02
Action Tasks Page 05
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PERSIMMON DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

TOPIC INITIALS COMMENTS MADE

WELLINGTON BH Please also refer to Persimmon slides.
GATE, S106

TRIGGERS & Occupations (as of 27 November 2025)
HOUSING 923 total occupations

OCCUPATIONS 649 open market housing

INFRASTRUCTURE BH
UPDATE

263 affordable homes
11 First Homes*

*First Homes is a Homes England pioneer
scheme, where the properties have a 30% in
perpetuity reduction on their open market value.

LEAP

Practical completion certificate issued. Final
walkover complete. Awaiting final sign off which
should be by the end of the year to hand over to
the Parish Council.

Runway Park
Practical completion issued. Final sign off
should be in Q1 of 2026.

Community Centre
Aiming to present to Parish Council in January
2026, prior to submission of application.

Local Centre
Aiming to submit planning application in
February 2026.

NEAP & MUGA

This was approved under application
P23/V2702/RM and working towards delivering
alongside the sports pitches. MUGA is to come
forward separately once able to provide
emergency access as required by the S106.

Sports Pitches
Planning permission was granted on 24 October
(ref P23/V1966/RM).
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Allotments

Planning permission was granted in September
2024 (ref P22/V2879/RM). Works to commence
in Spring 2026 and to be completed by Summer
2026.

A new S278 is required for the access to the
allotments from Liberator Lane. This has been
submitted to OCC, and comments have been
provided by OCC which need to be addressed.
The access is required before first use of the
allotments.

Sample Panel

WJ brought Mauer System sample panel to the
Forum meeting. This uses laser scanning, with
prefabricated boards with a brick finish attached
using a spacer to the outside of the wall. The
cavity between boards and walls is then filled
using insulating ‘thermabeads’. This is the first
for Persimmon Wessex.

Will there be any issues for homeowners getting
home insurance and mortgages etc?

Of the understanding that this will not directly
affect mortgage approval processes or home
insurance.

Can you let us know when the first houses using
this material are going up so that we can see
these?

Yes this can be arranged, would be more
suitable to visit when nearing completion. Likely
to be Spring/Summer 2026.

Wellington Gate Website
This has been finalised and is to go live next
week (w/c 1 Dec 2025).

Website link: Wellington Gate, Grove —
Persimmon. BH has advised that this still
needs to be populated.

Pedestrian Crossings

Persimmon provided a contact to the Parish
Council to design the crossing by the secondary
school. GM to take to the next Parish Council



REMEDIAL BH
WORKS TO THE

FIRST TRANCHE

OF POS

OUTSTANDING wJ
S278 HIGHWAY
WORKS

UPDATE FROM ZN
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER

AOB HR

3 Vale
G of White Horse

District Councif

meeting to review and decide whether to
pursue. Persimmon have agreed to deliver this
crossing.

VOWH and OCC currently exploring options on
mechanisms for securing other crossings
previously discussed.

Starting on tree planting, to be completed before
Christmas. Remaining planting and hard
landscape features to be started after
Christmas. To be completed in Spring 2026.

Further POS is to progress on the western side
of the site.

Currently waiting for road space to carry out the
works. Looking to start as early as possible in
the New Year.

Batch 2 works are to be split into two. Land
issues to be resolved before this can progress.

Design issues on Mably Way which Persimmon
are currently working through to be able to get
the width required for the footpath. Issues
include land ownership, practical matters and
impact on trees.

Meeting regularly with residents. A resident rep
now sits on the community collaboration group.
Looking to set up a more formal residents’

group.

There have been a number of successful
events, and new events coming up:
e Christmas event on 19" December 2026
e Active Buggies ran for 5 weeks and was
really positive.
e Welcome drop-in for new residents
e Community Walk every Monday at 12:30.
Similar to what’s going on at Kingsgrove
e Environmental projects in 2026, working
in collaboration with the Climate Team

Archaeology Talk

Archaeology talk from Cotswold Archaeology at
St Johns School on Wednesday 25" March,
7pm.
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Is it possible to have a site visit to see the
secondary school and how this is progressing?

PB To look into this. Possibly combine with the next

Forum meeting.

SS To provide contact details to PB for enquiries to
be made.
NEXT FORUM PB 26 FEBRUARY 2026; 14:15-15:15
DEIER2s Thursday 28 May 2026 14:15
Thursday 27 August 2026 14:15
ACTION ITEMS

INITIALS TOPIC / TASK(S)

PB, BH

PB
BH

PB

BH, WJ

PB

GENERAL
PowerPoint slides to be circulated, with minutes
To confirm next Forum meeting dates and times

To share link to new Wellington Gate website:
Wellington Gate, Grove — Persimmon.

To confirm location of next Forum meeting, and if this
includes a site visit at the secondary school

LOCAL CENTRE & COMMUNITY CENTRE

To updated Parish Council on Local Centre &
Community Centre progression.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS

Continuing to explore options for providing other
pedestrian crossings.

TARGET DATE

DONE

DONE

DONE

February 2026

January 2026

Update at next
Forum



