Wellington Gate Community Facilities Hire Fund
Fund Purpose

Wellington Gate residents and non-profit organisations working with Wellington Gate
residents could be eligible to apply to book a space free-of-charge to run events that help
bring people together and foster community spirit within this new community in Grove.

The Wellington Gate Community Facilities Hire Funding has been secured by Vale of White
Horse District Council from the local developer, Persimmon Homes (Wessex) to help local
residents and community groups access local facilities while plans for the new Community
Hub being built on the development are being finalised.

Currently facilities available for hire through the fund include Old Mill Hall, Grove Village Hall
and many other local venues, with Vale of White Horse District Council and Grove Parish
Council working together to source additional facilities as needed.

The fund and all related bookings are being administered by Grove Parish Council with
oversight from the district council through the Wellington Gate Community Development
Officer.

Hiring Criteria

The Hirer(s) aim:

Hirers must be at least one of the following:

1. One or more residents of the Wellington Gate development in Grove

2. Non-profit community group or organisation if the session will benefit Wellington Gate
residents

3. The Wellington Gate Community Development Officer

4. Local residents living in the vicinity of Grove and Wantage and surrounding villages if
the session will benefit Wellington Gate residents

5. For profit groups and organisations will be considered if they are offering a ‘free-
taster’ or similar session and will not be charging for entry, selling items, or making a
profit during the hire session, if the session will benefit Wellington Gate residents.

As part of the consideration of your application to the Wellington Gate Community Facilities
Fund, we will take into account the number of sessions requested by your organisation over
a 12-month period and the subsequent amount of funds needed to cover these bookings.

Usage:

The Wellington Gate Community Facilities Hire Fund is available to be used to hire facilities
for community events, community meetings, toddler groups, clubs, craft groups, etc which
will be of benefit to residents living on the Wellington Gate development in Grove and may
also be of benefit to the wider community.

The fund cannot be used for private events like birthday parties, or for an event where there
is an entry charge, items are being sold or the organisation is making a profit during the time
of hire.



The Hirer will need to complete the application form below and return it to Grove Parish
Council for review. The Hirer will be sent information from the venue to be hired, including a
Hire Form and where relevant, the Terms of Use and Public Liability details, which will need
to be completed and returned to the Parish Council.

Once all paperwork is with Grove Parish Council, your application will be reviewed, and you
will receive confirmation that this fund can be used for your hire.

Approval of an application to use the fund will mean that the venue will be provided free of
charge where hirers and the proposed activities are able to meet the aims of the fund.

Promotion:
The hirer will be asked to demonstrate how they intend to promote their session to
Wellington Gate residents; this might be through social media, posters, leaflets or

advertisements that will reach those living on the Wellington Gate development in Grove.

Facilities for hire:

The venue to be offered in the first instance for hire will be the facilities at Old Mill Hall
(opposite Millbrook Primary School, Grove). If the rooms for hire at Old Mill Hall are not
available or another venue is more suitable for your session, then other more suitable
alternative venues in Grove can be sourced by Grove Parish Council. If there is no suitable
availability in Grove then other venues in Wantage and the surrounding villages can be
sourced (including in East Hanney, West Hanney, East Challow, Denchworth, East Hendred,
Letcombe Regis etc).

Old Mill Hall facilities include:

The Patrick Little Hall (Main Hall) — measures 76’ x 44’ and includes a permanent curtained
stage with moveable steps. With a wooden floor and maximum seating capacity for 250.
Hirers have use of Audio-Visual facilities are included in this room.

The Dixon Suite — measures 44’ x 16’ and can be partitioned into two equal areas. It is
carpeted and can accommodate up to 50 people. Serving hatch into the kitchen.

The Mervyn Shaw Room — measures 44’ x 16’ is on the first floor. It is carpeted and has
permanent tables installed. Capacity is for 25 people around the table plus a further 10 in
seats at one end. Audio-Visual facilities are included in this room.

The kitchen — measures 16’ x 11’ and has serving hatches to the Dixon Suite and the Foyer.
Large gas cooker and tea urn and approximately 150 cups, saucers. Cutlery is not provided.

Just off the Foyer is the ladies, gents and disabled toilets. There is a fold down baby
changing facility located in the disabled toilet.

Other venues in Grove that may be sourced include:

St Johns Church Rooms, Grove Village Hall, Grove Methodist Church, Grove Scout hut,
Grove Rugby Club, St John’s Academy Primary School and Grove Day Centre for the
Elderly.



Venues in Wantage that may be sourced include:

The Beacon, Wantage Methodist Church, The Comrades Club, The October Club, Wantage
Town Football Club, Delaney’s Night Club and the Old Stables (formerly the Day Centre off
Stirling’s Close)



