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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD
ON TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2025

Cllr C T McCarthy (Chairman) Clir F D Parnell
Clir S K Dexter (Vice Chairman) Clir D Rolfe
Clir W R Ackers Clir K Rowland
Clir R Batstone Clir G Smeddle
Clir K Jones Clir J M Stock

Clir J Leggott

County and District Councillor J Hannaby, County Councillor J Hanna
Julie Mabberley — Wantage and Grove Campaign Group (part meeting)

Mr G M Mundy

Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Clirs M Charlton and J Goodman.
The Chairman informed the Council that L M Foster-Hill had resigned from the Council with
immediate effect due to on-going work commitments.

The Clerk informed the Council that he would notify the District Council of the vacancy and
submit the necessary paperwork to advertise the vacancy.

Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for
this meeting

No declarations were given at this time.

Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 14 January 2025

It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously
“that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting”

Report of the Finance and General Purposes committee meeting held on 11 February
2025

It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously
“that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting”

Clerk’s summary report from the previous meeting

(a) Minute 133(a) — Renewed lease for Wasbrough Field. The Clerk informed the Council
that the solicitor is waiting for a DRAFT copy of the new lease from the other sides
solicitor.

(b) Minute 133(b) — Cheque signatories and Dual authorisation signatories for electronic
banking. The Clerk informed the Council that he has sent the completed application to
the Co-operative Bank and is awaiting their approval.

(c) Item 133(f) — Deed of surrender and new lease for Grove Rugby Football Club. The
Clerk informed the Council that both the Deed of Surrender and new lease for Grove
Rugby Football Club have been returned to the Council’s solicitor for further action.

(d) Item 133(h) — New layout proposal and quote for the re-white lining of Millbrook
Square car park. The Clerk informed the Council that he has notified the Company
that the Council has accepted their quote for re-white lining of Millbrook Square car
park and is awaiting a start date.
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(e) Item 133(j) — Parish Council Christmas tree. The Clerk informed the Council that this
matter will be further discussed under item 165 on the agenda for this meeting.

(f) Item 133(k) — Communication/IT policy. The Clerk informed the Council that because
of the amount of business to be conducted at this meeting, this matter is deferred
until the Full Council meeting to be held on 8 April 2025.

(g) ltem 144 — Grove resident and Youth matters. The Clerk informed the Council that
Emma Bosher met with the Sweatbox manager, however, unfortunately due to
budgets and staffing, the Sweatbox were unable to help. The Clerk added that
Emma had visited the public consultation on the new Community Hub and welcomed
the space set aside for Youth. She said however, that whilst this new facility may be
too late for her son, it will be a useful community asset in the future.

(h) Iltem 136 — Updates on the Wellington Gate development. The Clerk informed the
Council that the handover of the new sports pitch and temporary facilities have been
delayed again due to the wrong parts for a broken shower being issued. The Clerk
added that he is trying to find out from the developer when the new date is.

(i) Iltem 138 — Leisure Needs Assessment Strategy and Playing Pitch Strateqy 2023 —
2041. The Clerk informed the Council that he has written to lan Kemp who is the
programme officer for the Local Plan examination. He added that the programme
officer has advised that he has received the document but cannot guarantee that the
Inspector(s) will want to look at the documents at this stage. The Clerk added that
the joint Grove — Wantage Council press release will go out this week.

(j) Item 140 — Request to support a 20mph speed limit along certain roads in Grove.
The Clerk informed the Council that he has written to the resident notifying her of the
Council’'s decision.

(k) Iltem 141 — Quote from Alternative Energy Solutions to repair the Solar Panels on the
roof of OId Mill Hall. The Clerk informed the Council that he has attempted to obtain
another quote for this repair from SEAL Energy of Wantage, but to no avail. He
added that the quote from AES Energy is still valid and will be discussed under item
160 on the agenda for this meeting.

() Iltem 143 — s106 funding request from Hendred Sports Club. The Clerk informed the
Council that he has notified the Planning Authority of the Council’s decision.

(m) Item 145(a) — Planning appeal for P21/V3516/RM — Monks Farm. The Clerk
informed the Council that he has responded to the planning appeal.

(n) Iltem 145(b) — Approval of the installation of a bus shelter on the West side of the
Denchworth Road (adjacent to the aeroplane roundabout). The Clerk informed the
Council that he has notified the County Council of the Council’s decision.

Questions from the public relevant to items on the agenda for this meeting

The Clerk informed the Council that Julie Mabberley had left a message on the Answer
phone asking “if the Council knew of the location of the new MUGA on the Grove Airfield
Development”. The Clerk added that he did not yet know where the re-located MUGA would
be sited and would inform Julie Mabberley on Thursday.

County and District Councillor reports received in advance of the meeting

The District Council from District and Parish Clir Batstone was noted and is attached at
Appendix 1.
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Updates on the Wellington Gate development

The Chairman said the minutes of the last Grove Development Forum meeting held on 28
November 2024 were included in the Clirs post for this meeting and they were noted. The
Clerk added that the next Grove Development Forum meeting is to be held on Thursday 27
February 2025.

Receive and note the current income and expenditure for 2024/25 against the budget

The current income and expenditure for 2024/25 was noted against the budget.

Application for s106 funding from the Vale of White Horse District Council for
Wantage Town Football Club for the amount of £15.226.28, towards the cost of
additional professional fees incurred in progressing a project to deliver a 3G ATP at
Alfredian Park, manor Road, Wantage from developments formerly in Grove

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED CliIr Rolfe and RESOLVED
8 in favour and 3 against

“that the Parish Council support this application”

Terms of Reference for the following committees in preparation for the forthcoming
municipal year:

(a) Finance and General Purposes committee.

(b) Environmental Services and Planning committee.

(c) Leisure and Recreation committee.

Clir Parnell said that the Terms of Reference for the Environmental Services and Planning
committee second page refers to the committee as the Environmental Services committee

and should be Environmental Services and Planning committee.

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Rolfe SECONDED CliIr Ackers and RESOLVED
Unanimously

“that the terms of reference (as amended) are approved and adopted for the
2025/2026 municipal year”

Quote from Alternative Energy Solutions to effect repairs to the Solar panels on the
roof of Old Mill Hall

The Clerk informed the Council that despite his best efforts he was unable to source a
second quote from SEAL Energy of Wantage.

It was MOVED ClIr dexter SECONDED ClIr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the Parish Council accept the quote from Alternative Energy Solutions for
£4,700 to repair the solar panels on the roof of Old Mill Hall”
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Distribution of CIL monies from developments in Grove and to decide whether any
monies should be paid directly to the Parish Council or is retained by the District
Council

The Clerk explained that the District Council collect CiL: monies from developers in and
around the parish. The Clerk added that there is a choice of either the District Council retain
the monies on behalf of the Parish Council or the monies are paid over directly to the Parish
Council by the District Council. He further added that for 2025/26, the CiL monies available
total just over £7,000.

It was MOVED ClIr Parnell SECONDED CliIr Stock and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the Parish Council request the CiL monies are paid directly into the Parish
Council’s accounts”

Authorisation for the Clerk to apply for Asset of Community Value (ACV) status on
Wasbrough Fields and on the former horse paddock just off Recreation Lane

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Smeddle SECONDED ClIr Ackers and
RESOLVED unanimously

“that the Clerk apply for Asset of Community Value (ACV) status on Wasbrough Field
and on the former horse paddock just off Recreation Lane”

Request from Mr Mike Hissey to host a ‘Christmas Market’ style event in Millbrook
Square on a date in December 2025

Following a discussion, it was agreed to invite Mr Hissey to the next meeting of the Parish
Council on 8 April 2025.

Recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes committee, “that subject
to the questions above being answered satisfactorily, it is recommended to Full
Council, that the Parish Council invest £500,000 with Quilter Cheviot”

The Chairman briefly summarised the process and asked if there were any questions and
asked if everyone was happy with the process so far.

Clir Leggott said that following a lot of thought he was unhappy with the training of
Councillors, whereby it appears that Quilter Cheviot could train members after the Council
had invested the money. He said that the Council was being asked to invest £500,000 with
an investment company, and the Council had none or very little investment experience.

The Chairman responded and said that Quilter Cheviot are being asked to make decisions
on behalf of the Council. Clir Leggott said that by definition Quilter Cheviot are the
investment management company and not an investment consultant.

Clir Rowland informed the Council that she used to be a financial advisor for a high street
bank about 20 years ago and said that she believed that the Council was not getting enough
help to make these really big decisions.

Clir Dexter said that he disagreed with both speakers so far, and said that the Council had
received a presentation and a decision was made that the Council needed to invest the
monies for the long term. He reminded members that the Council had already made long-
term investments with the CCLR Property Fund.

He said that the Council had given Quilter Cheviot a set of investment parameters and they
have come back to the Council with an investment proposal. He added that Quilter Cheviot
put a lot of time and effort into managing these funds and they are a long-established
company and are part of the FTSE 250 index.
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Clir Dexter said that individual Councillors are covered by indemnity insurance and the
Council has taken advice. He said that he believed that this investment proposal is for the
long-term benefit of parishioners.

Following a further discussion, it was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED ClIr McCarthy, “that
Grove Parish Council invest £500,000 with Quilter Cheviot on behalf of the Parish
Council”

And RESOLVED 2 in favour, 6 against and 3 abstentions — The motion was not carried.
Following a further discussion, it was agreed that this matter is referred back to the Finance
and General Purposes committee for further discussion. It was also agreed that the Clerk
try and obtain advice from the OALC/NALC and speak to other larger councils and see what
they do.

To further discuss a replacement for the Parish Christmas tree

The Clerk informed the Council that he was asked to get the Council preferred tree surgeon
to carry out a basic soil test which came back negative.

The Clerk suggested that an annual ‘temporary’ tree is installed until such time as the new
‘local centre’ in constructed and up and running. The Clerks suggestion was not taken up.

Following a discussion, it was MOVED ClIr Parnell SECONDED CliIr Rolfe and RESOLVED
unanimously

“that the Parish Council purchase a live tree”

Induction process for new Parish Councillors

Following a discussion, it was agreed that ClIr Ackers, Dexter and Goodman, in liaison with
the Clerk come up with a plan to induct new Councillors.

Celebrations to mark VE day on 8 May 2025 and VJ day on 15 August 2025

Following discussion, it was agreed to invite the Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire to an
event on Thursday 8 May 2025 at the Recreation Ground in the early evening (timings to
be confirmed). The Clerk was asked to book the Silver Band and advertise the event in the
usual way. He was also asked to liaise with the Scouts and the Rugby Club.

Interim Internal Audit report 2024/2025 and to accept the Clerks responses to any
observations

Following a discussion, it was MOVED Clir Batstone SECONDED Clir Leggott and
RESOLVED unanimously

“to receive and note the Internal Interim Audit report for 2024/25 and to accept the
Clerk’s comments pertaining to the observations raised”

Planning applications to be considered

(a) P22/V1031/RM (Amendment No 3) — Reserved Matters following Outline Permission
P23/V1198/S73 (P16/V0981/0) for appearance, landscaping, bridge over Letcombe
Brook, eastern section of Spine Road East, sustainable urban drainage, open space,
landscaping, bus stops, coach laybys, services and other associated infrastructure,
pursuant to S73 planning permission P23/V1198/S73 (P16/V0981/0) on land at
Monks Farm, Townsend, Grove, OX12 0A.
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Comment: It was agreed that the Clerk wait for the comments of the Letcombe Brook
Clerk Project and then submit the Council’s response.

170 Chairman’s Communications

(a) Use of s106 funding for a decarbonisation project for the Wantage Leisure Centre. The

Clerk

Clerk informed that Council that it has been brought to his attention that the District
Council’s Cabinet (meeting held on 29 November 2024) have approved plans to draw
down s106 funding to pay for or to contribute to the decarbonisation of the Wantage
Leisure Centre.

He added that funds intended for sports hall and swimming pool improvements from
around the locality are going to be used. He added that total monies from Grove and
Wantage alone total just over 1£m. He further added that according to the meeting
papers that officers could not come up with an alternative project(s) due to the newly
adopted Leisure Strategy.

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk writes to District Clir Bentley who
is currently the Chairman of the District Council.

171 Outside body reports

The information update from GroW was received and noted.

172 Receive and consider the accounts for payments, cash and bank balances (including
reserves and investments since the last meeting and to note any losses or gains in

the CCLA Property Fund

It was MOVED Clir Dexter SECONDED CliIr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously

“that the accounts for payment of £39,801.92 are adopted, and that the cash and bank
balances and that the losses and or gains in the CCLA Property Fund are noted”

Meeting Closed: 9pm

Confirmed: 8 April 2025 (Original signed)

Chairman

6 of 6

2866



Appendix 1

District Report to Grove Parish Council 25 February 2025

English Devolution White Paper

This was the main topic of a special full council meeting on 19t February 2025. The agenda and cabinet report can be
seen on the district website. The meeting noted the report.

Oxfordshire is not part of the Devolution Priority Programme. This means that elections will take place as normal in
May.

The Leaders of Oxfordshire County Council, Vale of White Horse, and South Oxfordshire have all publicly indicated a
preference to move forward with a proposal for a Mayoral Strategic Authority based on the geography of Oxfordshire,
the ‘Berkshire’ unitary authorities and Buckinghamshire, However Buckinghamshire have not been party to the
collective discussions and so an initial move forward based on Oxfordshire and ‘the Berkshires’ may be explored.

The maijority of Oxfordshire Leaders believe that the development of a Strategic Authority and new unitary structures
should be delivered together, to maximise any benefits for residents and reduce uncertainty by shortening the period
of inevitable disruption to delivery that such major structural change represents.

The government wants initial responses on the form of the new unitary authorities by 21st March. Our response will be
discussed by cabinet on 19t March. Note that government will only deal directly with OCC, however OCC is working
with the districts.

Final proposals are required by 28" November. Government wants the new unitary authority to be in place by May
2028. This would mean elections to a shadow council in May 2027.

Various options for the new unitary authority are being considered. One option is to merge VOWH SODC with the
West Berkshire unitary. Another option is a unitary council of all Oxfordshire. The shadow council will determine the
budget, structure, senior officer appointments and approach to localisation of delivery of the new Council. The
shadow council members will need to do so within the context of the new unitary most likely coming into existence
alongside the functions and responsibilities of a new Strategic Authority, or shortly before it.

The direct effect of the changes to parish councils should be minimal. However senior officers will be heavily involved
with the reorganisation and will only be able to deal with statutory duties. Long term planning will be on hold until a
shadow council is in place. It is important that the changes happen as quickly as possible.

Joint Housing Allocations Policy

The Joint Housing Allocations Policy sets out the criteria to join the housing register and the rules for how social
housing is allocated. This is being updated and is available for consultation. Go to the website for further details or
contact me.

Garden Waste Permits

The new payments system for our garden waste service permits will be released during the week commencing 24
February.

During the initial payment launch, telephone lines will be very busy, it will be easier to get permits online. You can also
sign up for an online account to make renewing easier in April 2026. All current customers will receive a bin hanger
promoting the new permits from 3 March. For More information see South Garden Waste FAQ / Vale Garden Waste
FAQ —these pages, and the garden waste section will be updated post-launch.

District and Parish Councillor R Batstone
Grove North Ward



Environmental Services

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 25 FEBRUARY 2025

Accounts for Payment from 10 January — 20 February 2025

Leisure & Recreation Committee

Incl VAT Ex VAT
Shield Maintenance Ltd, dog waste collection Jan 25 468.00 390.00
Castle Water, Cemetery Water Dec 24 7.56
TOTAL 475.56
Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT Ex VAT
Cintra, HR/Payroll fee Dec 24 416.40 347.00
Cintra, TAX/NI Cont 4553.03
Alfresco Group Ltd, OMH Roof cleaning (deposit) 991.20 826.00
Alfresco Group Ltd, OMH Roof cleaning (balance) 2973.60 2478.00
Alfresco Group Ltd, OMH Interior cleaning 832.80 694.00
Onecom, broadband & telephone service, Dec 24 297.68 248.07
Cathedral Leasing, Annual charge for hygiene bins for ladies’ toilets 455.47 379.56
Grundon, OMH Bin service Dec 24 136.54 113.78
Grenke, Phone system rental Jan 25 221.70 184.75
British Gas, OMH Gas 18 Oct - 21 Nov 24 349.37 303.98
British Gas, OMH Gas 22 Nov - 21 Dec 24 513.26 427.72
Castle Water, OMH Water Dec 24 102.15
SSE, OMH Electricity Dec 24 230.71 219.72
Alfresco Group Ltd, OMH Interior high-level cleaning 362.40 302.00
British Gas, OMH Gas 22 Dec 24 -21 Jan 25 721.57 601.31
Executive Safety Solutions, Annual fire extinguisher service-OMH 162.00 135.00
Vale Academy Trust. Carpark maintenance 1/9/24-31/8/25 1888.20 1573.50
Grundon, OMH Bin service 1% Jan — 20% Jan 25, plus collection of bins 309.22 257.68
Seldram Supplies, OMH Cleaning products 94.43 78.70
Castle Water, OMH Water Jan 25 79.67
Grenke, Phone system rental Feb 25 221.70 184.75
Siemens, Photocopier lease rental Jan — Apr 25 274.44 228.70
Cintra, HR/Payroll fee Jan 25 416.40 347.00
Cintra., January 25 wages 14983.83
EE Ltd, Clerk’s mobile phone 27.76 22.21
Mtech, Phone services Dec 24 139.22 116.02
Amazon, Henry Hoover & bags for OMH 167.99 139.99
Argos, Ink cartridges 23.09 18.47
OALC, Training Clir McCarthy 72.00 60.00
Swift Digital, Environmental Levy 10/24-1/25 6.00 5.00
Swift Digital, Photocopier copies 10/24-1/25 134.26 111.89
Paul Chapman, OMH Window cleaning Jan 25 60.00
Seldram supplies, OMH cleaning products 69.03 57.53
Chairmans Allowance (Bell Grove Xmas Drinks) 75.35
2" Grove Rainbows, Carol Service Collection/Chairmans Allowance 200.00
Amazon, Labels for lever arch files 11.80 9.83
GDPR/Data protection fee 40.00
Co-Op Bank, Bank fees 7.68
TOTAL 32621.95
Incl VAT Ex VAT
Executive Safety Solutions, Annual fire extinguisher service-Tractor Shed 199.20 166.00
Grundon, Tractor Sd Bin service November 24 158.86 132.38
Castle Water, Tractor Shed water Jan 25 25.08 21.87
Grundon, Tractor Sd Bin service December 24 251.29 209.41
Grant & Stone, Adhesive 14.95 12.46
Amazon, Chainsaw air filter 24.98 19.99
Faringdon Electrical Services, Christmas tree lights, new tree holder/labour 1020.00 850.00
LJ & CA Cannings, maintenance items 220.94 184.11
Grundon, Tractor Sd Bin service 1% Jan — 20% Jan 25, plus collection of bin 128.98 107.48
Amazon, PPE (Hi-vis bomber Jacket) 27.97 23.31
APS Hire & Sales, Maintenance items (cloth belts) 10.46 8.72
Grant & Stone, Timber, bolts & hex nuts 65.45
SSE, Tractor Shed Electricity Dec 24 78.86 73.20
SSE, Storage Shed Electricity Dec 24 52.21 49.72
Amazon, Lock for bin back 10.98 4.16
SSE, Playground/Rec ground electricity Dec 24 182.66 176.80
RJR, Emergency tree work Willow Tree 714.00 595.00
ROSPA Play Safety, Playground inspections (quarterly) 438.00 365.00
RJR, Tree work Linden Crecent, Recreation Gd Carpark 1908.00 1590.00
RJR, Tree work Linden Crecent, Recreation Gd Carpark additional work 354.00 295.00
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Chairman

A/c balances as at 20 February 2025

Charity Alc

Community Directplus A/c
Instant Deposit A/c

Petty Cash

Total Cash in Bank

Investments (including Reserves)

CCLA — Public Sector Deposit Fund
CCLA — Local Authorities Property Fund current LAPF
value as at 31 Dec 24 is £104,876.99
(a Loss of £15,123.01)

Total Investments

Total Bank and Investments

Castle Water, Tractor Shed Water Dec 24 21.87

Savills, Wasbrough Field Rent 12/24-3/25 685.84

Grant & Stone, Maintenance items 49.36 41.13

Mowerbelts, Lawnmower belt x 2 28.48 19.59

L & S Machinery Parts, Chainsaw air filter 17.62 11.80

Mowers Online, Lawnmower inner cover 14.37 11.78
TOTAL 6704.41

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £39,801.92

£3,934.29
£38.162.35
£80,228.28
£201.51

£122,526.43

£660,000 ** — (Yield to date this FY is £13,784.46 = 2.09%)
£120,000 ** — (Yield to date this FY is £5,419.52 = 4.52%)

£780,000.00

£902,526.43

NB: Sums included in the CCLA Property Fund are not to be included in the Council’s Reserves

Reserves breakdown as 20 February 2025

General Reserves
Specific (Earmarked) Reserves:

. Future Projects Reserve

. Allotment Deposits Reserve

. Balancing Pond

. Community Infrastructure Levy

. Depreciation Reserve

. Grove Meadows Reserve

. GAD Community Facilities Fund

. GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund

¢ GAD Drainage maintenance fund

. GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund

Total Specific (Earmarked) Reserves
Minus CCLA Property Fund

Total available reserves

£185.812

£1,001
£1,350
£2,045
£1,271
£65,683
£118,857
£67,900"
£91,692
£225,265
£20,163.77

£595,226
£120,000

£661,038

. * The Wellington Gate Community Facilities Fund is s106 monies (administered by the Parish Council) to enable Wellington Gate
community-based groups to hire local facilities to meet the group’s needs.

. ** Public Sector Deposit Fund investment (immediate access) is made up from the following sources:

Precept (Budget)

Depreciation Reserve

Grove Meadows Reserve

GAD Community Facilities Fund

GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund
GAD Drainage maintenance fund

GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund

£161,134.00
£34,477.35
£58,856.59
£68,411.82*
£91,692.04
£225,265.43
£20,162.77

. ** Local Authorities Property Fund investment (on-going/continual investment) is made up from the following sources:

£60,000.00 from General reserves

£60,000.00 from the Grove Meadows Reserve



