GROVE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 26 April 2024

Present: Clir J M Stock (Chairman) Clir L M Foster-Hill
Clir S K Dexter (Vice Chairman Clir K Jones
Clir W R Ackers Clir D Rolfe

In attendance: County and District Clir J Hannaby

District Clir K Bentley
8 members of the public

Clerk: Mr G M Mundy

Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Parish Councillors R Batstone, M Charlton, J Leggott,
C T McCarthy, F D Parnell, K Rowland, G Smeddle and P Ware.

Report of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Friday 28 April 2023

It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously
“that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting.”

Report from the Parish Council Chairman

Clir J M Stock read out her report as per the attached appendix 2.

County and District Councillors Reports

No formal written reports had been received.

District Clir K Bentley — ClIr Bentley informed the meeting that she had been elected as the
Chairman of the Vale of White Horse District Council.

County and District Clir J Hannaby — Cllir Hannaby spoke about the drainage issues around the
areas of Cane Lane and around the ‘Aeroplane’ roundabout. She also spoke about Wantage
Hospital.

Questions from the public

There were no questions from the members of the public.

The meeting closed at 7.43pm

Confirmed: 25 April 2025

Chairman
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Appendix 1

26 April 2024
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
INCOME EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET
2023/2024 2023/2024 2024/2025 2024/2025
(Actual) (Actual) Income Expenditure
(Forecast) (Forecast)
£ £ £ £
Environmental Services 3,876 20,518 6,000 60,000
Leisure and Recreation 4,831 51,768 4,000 89,060
Finance and General Purposes 139,463 308,616 51,327 394,535
Precept 417,397 482,268
Opening bank balance 168,001 226,994
Closing bank balance 226,994 226,994
£733,568 £607,896 £770,589 £770,589

Please note that these figures are still subject to audit.

G M Mundy
Clerk and RFO

9 April 2024




Appendix 2

Report by the Parish Council Chairman — Councillor J M Stock

Good evening and welcome to Annual Parish Meeting.

During the last 12 months, the Parish Council has continued to support local good causes. A total of
£20,790 worth of grants were made to local organisations by the Parish Council as follows;

« £7,395 to the Sweatbox Youth Centre,

o £7,395 to GroW Families baby group,

» £3,000 to the Vale Community Impact,

» £2,500 to the Grove Day Centre for the Elderly,

» £250 to the Grove Garden and Local History Club,
+  £250 to the Wantage and Grove Street Pastors

The development forum for the Grove Airfield development (Wellington Gate) and the Crab Hill
development continues to meet at least four times per year. The forum meetings enable the Parish
Council to hear the latest information on these housing developments in Grove and in Wantage and
challenge the developers when issues arise.

The Parish Council will also attend Community meetings for the Brookside Meadow development (Monks
Farm), when they start to be held later in the year.

The first of thirteen new sports pitches arising from the Wellington Gate development on the Western Side
of the Denchworth Road (together with temporary changing facilities) are going through the very last legal
checks and will be transferred to the Parish Council very shortly. A further planning application for the
remaining sports pitches has been submitted and those pitches should available in two years.

The planning application for the new Secondary School has now been approved and work on that will start
later this year. It is expected to open its doors in September 2025.

Occupations of new dwellings arising from the Wellington Gate development now stands at 608.

The first play area on the Wellington Gate development is now ready for transfer to the Parish Council and
this will take place as soon as the legal paperwork is in place.

An application for a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) and Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP)
has also been submitted to the planning authority.

The first of three allotment sites (located just off the Denchworth Road) is currently going through the
planning application process and will also be transferred to the Parish Council when ready.

At the last Parish Council election in May last year, only 11 out of 16 members stood for re-election. This
has meant that the Council has had to co-opt ‘willing volunteers’ to sit as Parish Council members. The
following members have all been co-opted onto the Council since the election last May; Parish Councillor
Anthony Harker, Phil Ware, Graham Smeddle and more recently Magda Charlton. On behalf of the
Parish, | thank them all for volunteering.

This does of course mean that there is still one vacancy. If you or you know of anyone willing to stand as
Parish Councillor please do go and see the Clerk after this meeting or contact the office next week.

The annual Extravaganza will take place on Saturday 15 June on the Recreation Ground. A big thank you
to Grove Rugby Football Club for organising and hosting this event. This-years ‘theme’ is a celebration of
the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day landings, which of course Grove Airfield played a huge part.

The Parish Council has recently purchased Millbrook Square car park and the pedestrianised areas. This
will guarantee the public ownership of a much-used asset for years to come.

The Parish Council has now also taken ownership of the land at Westbrook Play Area. This means that
the play area can now be expanded and brought up to date.
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The Parish Council are planning to hold an event (subject to the availability of the Silver Band) on the
Recreation Ground on Thursday 6 June to mark the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day landings. If the event
goes ahead it will commence at 7pm.

A very big thank you to all of our volunteer litter pickers. They meet on the 2™ Friday of every month and
go all around the village to pick up rubbish that has not been put in the bins. If you or if you know of
anyone that would like to join the group, please contact the Parish Clerk and he will ensure that your
details are passed on.

A big thank you to my Vice Chairman Stephen Dexter and fellow Parish Councillors who again have
supported me as Chairman this year.

Thank you to both the office staff and the grounds staff for all the work they have done during the last 12
months.
J M Stock

Chairman
Grove Parish Council



