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GROVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2025 

 
Present:  Cllr C T McCarthy (Chairman)  Cllr J Leggott 
  Cllr S K Dexter (Vice Chairman)   Cllr B D Maginn  
   Cllr W R Ackers    Cllr F D Parnell 
  Cllr R Batstone    Cllr G Smeddle 
  Cllr A P Harker     Cllr J M Stock 
  Cllr K Jones   
 
In attendance:  County and District Cllr J Hannaby, Andrew Shapland and Tash Tucker (Grove Scouts)  
  and Jim Mitchell (Wantage, Grove and District Twinning Association) 
       
Clerk:  Mr G M Mundy 
 
 71 Apologies for absence 

 
  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs M Charlton, J Goodman,  

K Rowland, D Rolfe and A Stoter.  Apologies were also received from District Cllr K Bentley. 

 
 72 Declaration of Personal or Pecuniary Interests in respect of items on the agenda for 

this meeting 
 

  Cllr Dexter declared an interest in item 84 as he is a member of Grove Rugby Club.  Cllr 
Jones declared an interest in item 77 as he is a member of the Twinning Association. 
 

 73 To sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on 29 July 2025 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes of the meeting are signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 74 To sign the report of the Staffing Sub-committee meeting held on 19 August 2025 
 

  It was MOVED the Chairman and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the minutes of the meeting are signed as a true record of the meeting” 
 

 75 Clerks summary report from the previous meeting 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (a) Minute 51(a) – Renewed lease for Wasbrough Field.  The Clerk informed the Council 
that he has asked the Council’s solicitor for an update.  He added appears to be on the 
other sides solicitor. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (b) Minute 51(b) – Cheque signatories and Dual authorisation signatories for electronic 
banking.  The Clerk informed the Council that he will bring forward a new application 
for the Chairman to sign. 
 

  (c) Minute 51(c) – Deed of surrender and new lease for Grove Rugby Football Club.  The 
Clerk informed the Council that this matter has now been completed and that the 
Chairman of Grove Rugby Club is organising the registration of the new lease with HM 
Land Registry. 
 

  (d) Minute 51(d) – Quote from Alternative Energy Solutions to repair the Solar Panels on 
the Old Mill Hall roof.  The Clerk informed the Council that the faulty solar panels had 
been identified and replaced/repaired. 

 
Clerk 

 (e) Minute 51(e) – Asset of Community Value (ACV).  The Clerk informed the Council that 
he has not started this action due to other commitments. 
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Clerk 

 (f) Minute 51(f) – Investments.  The Clerk informed the Council that he will bring forward 
a paper to the next Finance and General Purposes committee to request further advice.  
 

 
Clerk 

 (g) Minute 51(g) – Christmas tree.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has made 
arrangements for a rooted Christmas tree to be planted in the Autumn. 
 

  (h) Minute 57 – s106 funding for the Artistic Bridges project.  The Clerk informed the 
Council that he has submitted the application to the District Council and will inform the 
Council once the application has been successful. 
 

  (i) Minute 58 – s106 funding request from Wantage Tennis Club for the sum of 
£11,182.50.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has notified the District Council of 
this council’s decision in this regard. 
 

   The Clerk added that he has not yet gathered the all of the information required to 
update and inform members of the current s106 funds available from all developments 
from within Grove.   
 

   He added that once he has this information it will be discussed at the next Full Council 
meeting. 
 

  (j) Minute 59 – s106 funding request from Faringdon Tennis Club for the sum of 
£20,578.80.  The Clerk informed the Council that he has notified the District Council of 
this council’s decision in this regard. 
 

 
 
 
 

 (k) Minute 60 – Percentage increase in precept.  The Clerk informed the Council that due 
to the new schedule of meetings he will start the budget cycle at the next Leisure and 
Recreation committee meeting on 23 September 2025 to a completion on 13 January 
2026.  
 

  (l) Minute 61 – Security working group.  The Clerk informed the Council that the new 
security bollards are now in place; 3 at the Recreation Ground Memorial Gates and 3 
at the Welling Gate sports pitch main entrance. 
 

Working 
Group 

  He added that the Working group will meet to discuss further measures after the 
Special Full Council meeting on 16 September 2025. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 (m) Minute 63 – Other Council policies.  The Clerk informed the Council that he and Cllr 
Dexter had reviewed the ‘other’ documents which will be amended and uploaded onto 
the Council’s website after this meeting. 
 

  (n) Minute 64 – Downed ‘Venom’ aircraft relocation.  The Clerk informed the Council he 
has spoken with the development manager at Persimmon Homes (Wessex) who has 
informed him that the land around the water attenuation basins will be handed over to 
the Council in approximately two years along with tranche 2 sports pitches. 
 

  (o) Minute 67 – Planning applications considered.  The Clerk informed the Council that he 
has notified the Planning Authority of the Council’s decisions in relation to the planning 
applications considered. 
 

 76 Mr Andrew Shapland (Grove Scouts) regarding an update for the Scout Hut 
refurbishment project 
 

  Mr Shapland gave an initial overview of where the Scout Association is with the 
refurbishment project of the Grove Scout Hut.   
  

  He said that Grove Scouts have been afforded an opportunity by the District Council to 
redevelop their Scout Hut by using s106 funding from various developments which could, 
when completed become a community venue for sports and leisure. 
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  He added that a lot of the detail still needs to be worked out with the District Council, Scout 
association and the Parish Council, but wanted to gauge opinion before going back to the 
District Council. 
  

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Smeddle and 
RESOLVED unanimously  
 

 
 

 “that Grove Parish Council supports this initial idea subject to further approval once 
details are known” 
 

 77 Jim Mitchell (Twinning Association) regarding a proposed visit from Mably in 2026 
  

  Mr Mitchell informed the Council that it is proposed to host visitors from Mably in June 2026 
(specific dates tbc) following a successful visit from Grove and Wantage to Mably this year. 
 

  Mr Mitchell said that in previous visits from Mably, the Parish Council have either hosted the 
arrival reception or departure reception for host families and guests. 
  

 
Clerk 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk budget for an event to mark the arrival 
of visitors from Mably and the host families.  It was also agreed that Cllr Jones will act as the 
representative for Grove Parish Council on the Twinning Association with Cllr McCarthy as 
reserve.  
  

 78 Questions from the public 
 

  No questions were forthcoming.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received a 
message via Facebook from a member of the public who was annoyed that no members of 
the Council were present at the Grove Horticultural and Local History Society annual show 
on Saturday 6 September 2025 held in Old Mill Hall. 
 

  Some members remarked that they were not aware it was being held. 
 

 79 To receive District and County Councillor reports 
 

  (a) County and District Council reports.  Parish, District and County Cllr Batstone had 
submitted District Council and County Council reports.  They can be found at appendix 
1. 
 

 80 Updates regarding the Grove Airfield Development 
 

  (a) Minutes of the Grove Development Forum meeting held on 29 May 2025.  The minutes 
were noted. 
 

  (b) Verbal update from the Clerk and others from the Grove Airfield Development Forum 
meeting held on 28 August 2025.    The Clerk updated the Council from the last Grove 
Airfield Development Forum meeting held on 28 August 2025, the following was 
reported: 
 

   • The final sign off and transfer to the Parish Council of the Allen Close LEAP 
will take place by the end of the year 

   • The transfer of land for the first phase of the Runway Park will take place in Q1 
in 2026 following tree planting etc at the end of this year 

   • Persimmon have agreed to meet with the Parish Council prior to the pre 
application submission for the new Community Hub 

   • Local Centre retail responses have been good (according to Persimmon) 
   • The NEAP application has been approved, works will start next year 
   • Current occupations at 815 with 288 affordable, 11 first homes and 546 onto 

the open market 
   • 2 expressions of interest for the Extra care (Nursing) land 
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   The Chairman said that further discussions were had regarding the lack of school 
crossing points and it was suggested that part funds could come from the County 
Councillor funds and possibly parish funds.  Further discussions would need to be had. 
 

   The Chairman also said that at a subsequent meeting Andy Sweeney of Oxfordshire 
County Council said that because the roads on the development are not yet adopted, 
they could not directly fund it, but would look into it. 
  

 81 Further street names for on-going developments in Grove 
 

 
 
All 

 The Clerk informed the Council that the list he had published of used and to be used street 
names for on-going developments had nearly been exhausted.  He asked members to put 
their thinking caps on and come up with names. 
  

 82 Recommendation from the Staffing Sub-committee from the meeting held on 19 
August 2025 
 

  Proposed Cllr McCarthy Seconded Cllr Goodman and Resolved unanimously 
  

  “that the Staffing Sub-committee recommends to Full Council that Grove Parish 
Council advertise the role of Outside Services Manager as per the amended 
paperwork with the intention of advertising the role until 12 October, carryout 
interviews last week of October 2025 with the successful candidate starting in the first 
two weeks of January 2026” 
 

  Following a brief discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Dexter SECONDED Cllr Stock and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the recommendation is accepted” 
 

 83 External Audit report and opinion for the year ending 31 March 2025 
 

  The Clerk informed the Council that there were essentially two items that the External Auditor 
has raised; one was that the Council had not minuted the appointment of the Internal Auditor 
in accordance with Paragraphs 1.35 and 4.11 of JPAG Practitioners' Guide 2024 that the 
independence of the appointed firm should be reviewed every year and preferably minuted 
as part of a council discussion.  The Clerk added that re-appointment will be added to the 
agenda for all future Annual Council Meetings. 
 

  The second was that the Internal Auditor has answered ‘Not Covered’ to control objective L 
on the Annual Internal Audit Report.  This control objective does not solely relate to the 
Transparency Code and therefore in future we would expect the Internal Auditor to cover 
this area or for the Council to ensure by other mean that it is satisfying its publication 
requirements.  We note that this is a repeated point therefore please could the council bring 
this to the attention of the Internal Auditor. 
 

  The Clerk informed the council that he had asked the internal auditor for his comment on the 
second point and his response was as follows:   
 

  “The audit manager confirmed that they would adopt the same approach as the other audit 
firms and accept the 'Not Covered' response.  I'm not sure if this is just one that slipped 
through the net, or whether they haven't done what they said they would do.  I will see what 
responses other Councils are getting.” 
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 84 Request from the District Council for s106 funding on behalf of Grove Rugby 
Football Club for the amount of £83,861 for kitchen refurbishment and new kitchen 
equipment 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Batstone SECONDED Cllr Ackers and 
RESOLVED nine in favour and 1 abstention 
 

Clerk  “that the request is supported” 
 

 85 Consider Grove Parish Council paying for a Bugler for this years’ Remembrance 
service at the East Challow (Grove Airfield) memorial 
 

  Cllr McCarthy declared an interest in this item as he is the current Chairman of the Wantage 
Branch of the Royal British Legion.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received the 
following advice from the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils;  
 

  Whilst Grove Parish Council cannot directly contribute to the wellbeing of another Parish, it 
can make a financial contribution to the local branch of the Royal British Legion for them to 
contribute to the wellbeing of another parish. 
 

  Following a discussion, it was MOVED Cllr Smeddle SECONDED Cllr Maginn and 
RESOLVED unanimously 
 

 
Clerk 

 “that Grove Parish Council will make a financial contribution of £80 to the Wantage 
Branch of the Royal British Legion upon a written request from them” 
   

 86 Chairman’s Communications 
 

  (a) Email correspondence from Mr Andy Sweeney - Oxfordshire County Council’s Team 
Leader – Place and Planning.  The Clerk informed the Council that he had received an 
email from Andy Sweeney regarding the Parish Council’s exclusion from the Wantage 
Traffic Advisory Committee.   
 

   Mr Sweeney said that whilst it would be good to have a combined Wantage and Grove 
TAC to save on officer time and seeing how linked the communities are, it would be 
good to get one off the ground for Grove if a combined one is not possible.  Mr Sweeney 
suggested a meeting every 3 – 4 months to discuss upcoming projects, safety issues 
and maintenance.   
 

Deputy 
Clerk 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that this matter is deferred to the Environmental 
Services and planning committee for further discussion. 
 

   Mr Sweeney also said about the 20mph speed limits for Grove and believed that there 
is a split of opinion amongst the Parish Councillors on the benefits of a 20mph limit in 
certain areas.  He said that the consultation team has created a bespoke consultation 
for Bicester and wondered if this could be done for Grove.   
 

Deputy 
Clerk 

  Following a discussion, it was agreed that this matter also was deferred to the 
Environmental Services and Planning committee for further discussion. 
 

 87 Reports from outside bodies 
 

  No reports had been received from any outside body representatives. 
 

 88 Income and Expenditure to-date 
 

  The Income and Expenditure to-date was noted against the budget. 
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Meeting closed:  9.00pm 
 
Confirmed:  21 October 2025          
        Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 89 Accounts for payments, cash and bank balances (including reserves and investments 
since the last meeting and to note any losses or gains in the CCLA Property Fund 
 

  Cllr Stock asked for a couple of corrections to be made, which were approved. 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Stock and RESOLVED unanimously 
 

  “that the accounts for payment (as amended) of £67,793.24 are adopted, the cash 
and bank balances and that the losses and or gains in the CCLA Property Fund are 
noted” 
 

 90 To approve the national pay award for Local Government Services applicable to all 
staff backdated to 1 April 2025 
 

  It was MOVED Cllr Parnell SECONDED Cllr Ackers and RESOLVED unanimously  
 

  “that the national pay aware for Local Government Services is approved and 
backdated to 1 April 2025” 
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Appendix 1 
 

County Council Report to Full Council on 9 September 2025 
 
Introduction 
 
After a quiet August this month is looking very busy. 
 
Joint HOSC next week will look at GP premises and ADHD/Autism services.  
 
Full Council is today (9 September). Motion from Jane Hanna is deploring the 
proposed abolition of Healthwatch. 
 
I substituted on the scrutiny committee looking at the Oxford congestion charge.  It 
was confirmed that there will be sign posted routes to the hospitals that avoid the 
charging points.  This is still planned for the Autumn. 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
 
OCC are putting a lot of work into preparation for their preferred option of a single 
unitary authority for all of Oxfordshire.  I attended a workshop which looked at 
various options for maintaining more local government.  Various options were 
proposed on the number of councillors needed.  The preferred view is around 100. 
 
The idea of area committees was mooted with various options.  These would be 
serviced by officers and consist of councillors and parish representative’s, however 
their possible roles and responsibilities remain unclear.  There are more questions 
than answers. 
 
There is little sign of progress at the strategic level.  The only general view is that we 
do not want Swindon in any strategic authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Batstone 
 
County Councillor 
Grove Ward 
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District Council report to Full Council on 9 September 2025 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
 
Very little has happened which is a bit worrying.  This may be partly due to the 
extended sick leave of the Chief Executive. 
 
Joint Local Plan 
 
This seems to be going as planned. 
 
Fullers Field 
 
This has received outline planning permission.  I questioned the access route, but 
officers agreed it was the best option and there was no real evidence to disagree.  I 
also raised the concern about creating a greater risk of flooding from Letcombe 
Brook downstream.  Again, the technical report says that the mitigation is sufficient. 
The drainage officer confirmed this verbally to the committee. 
 
The future flood group has some experts reviewing the documentation. 
 
Monks Farm P26/V1202/MPO 
 
No update. I will chase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Batstone 
 
 
District Councillor  
Grove North Ward 
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Appendix 2 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 9 SEPTEMBER 2025  
Accounts for Payment from 25 July – 4 September 2025 

 
 

Environmental Services Incl VAT Ex VAT  

 Shield Maintenance, dog waste services July 25 499.20 416.00 

 Biffa, Bin service June 25 228.98 190.82 

 Charlton Park Garden Centre – Tree stakes 19.98 16.65 

 Charlton Environmental – 2nd application weed killing 1001.70 834.75 

 Biffa, Bin service Jul 25  188.57 157.14 

 TOTAL 1938.43  
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Finance and General Purposes Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Staff salaries, July 25 15917.89  

 Cintra, Pay/HR Services June 25 714.00 595.00 

 EE, Office mobile phone 29.53 23.62 

 Wantage Silver Band, VJ day celebrations 200.00  

 Siemens, Photocopier rental & protection Jul-Oct 25 274.44 228.70 

 SSE Energy Solutions, OMH Electric Jun 25 273.66 260.63 

 MTech, phone services Jun 25 145.12 120.93 

 Playsafety, Quarterly ROSPA Play inspections 504.00 420.00 

 Swift Digital Services, Environmental Levy 6.00 5.00 

 Swift Digital Services, Photocopier copies Apr-Jul 25 130.84 109.03 

 St John the Baptist Church, GroW Baby Course (Wellington Gate Fund) 50.00  

 St John the Baptist Church, GroW 1st Aid Course (Wellington Gate Fund) 30.00  

 Vale of White Horse DC, Sweatbox disco x 4 (Wellington Gate Fund) 255.98 213.32 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning products 62.94 52.45 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning products 77.92 64.94 

 Knights Professional Services – Wellington gate sports pitch transfer 285.60 238.00 

 Cintra, Pay/HR Services Jun 25 714.00 595.00 

 Grenke Leasing, Telephone system Aug 25 221.70 184.75 

 Europe Centre – Air freshener refills for OMH (returned and refunded) 20.99 17.49 

 TSIT Ltd – 2nd Aircon unit for offices 199.99  

 Npower Business – Temp changing facilities elec Jul 25 695.54 662.42 

 Parish On-line (Local Authority Tech CIC) – Annual email and website fees 500.40 400.32 

 Executive Alarms – OMH emergency call out 213.12 177.60 

 Container Cabins – Container Offcie 5520.00 4600.00 

 BPS Access Solutions – new Tower Scaffold 1514.98 1262.48 

 HMRC – PAYE & NI Jul 25 3497.38  

 Mtech – Office phone bill Jul 25 145.12 120.93 

 Amazon UK, OMH cleaning products 82.36 72.37 

 Adobe Acrobat Export 21.14 17.62 

 SSE Energy Solutions, OMH elec 06/05/25 – 31/07/25 282.79 273.66 

 Staff salaries – Aug 25  15928.60  

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning products 11.46 9.55 

 Seldram Supplies, OMH cleaning products 80.25 66.88 

 Moore – External Audit 2024/25 2016.00 1680.00 

 White Horse DC – Beacon hire, WGCFF 134.39 111.99 

 Amazon UK, OMH air freshener 10.39 8.66 

 Amazon UK, OMH air freshener dispenser 34.18 28.48 

 EE limited, GPC mobile phone 29.53 23.03 

 TOTAL 50832.23  



 

 

 
 
 

Leisure & Recreation Committee Incl VAT  Ex VAT  

 Haynes of Challow, Wood/building materials 124.75 99.80 

 Grant & Stone, Maintenance materials 28.61 23.84 

 APS Hire and Sales, maintenance items 38.79 32.33 

 Pepler, New fencing around tractor shed compound 7912.80 6594.00 

 Amazon, Rear tail light for large van 19.98 16.65 

 SSE Energy Solutions, Storage shed electric Jun 25  77.60 73.90 

 SSE Energy Solutions, Tractor shed electric Jun 25 50.52 48.11 

 APS Hire and Sales, Grinder 136.97 114.14 

 Amazon UK – Welding apron 37.59 31.32 

 LJ & CA Cannings – Safety boots 22.59  

 LJ & CA Cannings – Hire of Electric Breaker 28.35 24.15 

 LJ & CA Cannings – Hire of 14” Vibrating Plate 29.70 25.30 

 LJ & CA Cannings – Maintenance materials 287.30 239.43 

 Castle Water – Tractor shed water Jul 25 63.86  

 Castle Water – Cane Lane allotments water Jul 25  158.51  

 LJ & CA Cannings – Maintenance items 510.25 425.20 

 SSE Energy Solutions, Storage shed elec 01/05/25 – 31/07/25 (adj) 52.22 49.74 

 SSE Energy Solutions, Tractor shed elec 01/02/25 – 31/07/25 (adj) 80.15 76.35 

 Rhino Security – security bollards 4348.04 3623.37 

 RJR Landscaping, Kingside balancing pond maintenance 1014.00 845.00 

  TOTAL 15022.58  

 
 
 
Chairman  (Original signed)    TOTAL EXPENDITURE £67,793.24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 – 2 
 

 



 

 

A/c balances as at 4 September 2025 
 
Charity A/c     - £4,066.67 
Community Directplus A/c    - £28,889.85 
Instant Deposit A/c      - £80,743.43 
Petty Cash      - £9.05 
 
Total Cash in Bank     - £113,709.00 
 
Investments (including Reserves) 
 
CCLA – Public Sector Deposit Fund (Average yield is 4.5%) - £760,000 ** – (Yield to date this FY is £14,181.19 = 

1.87%) 
CCLA – Local Authorities Property Fund current LAPF - £120,000 ** – (Yield to date this FY is £2,446.18 = 
2.04%) 
             value as at 31 Jul 25 is £105,978.46  
             (a Loss of £14,021.54)  
 
Total Investments     - £880,000.00 
 
Total Bank and Investments    - £993,709 
 
NB:  Sums included in the CCLA Property Fund are not to be included in the Council’s Reserves 
 
Reserves breakdown as 4 September 2025 
 
General Reserves     - £103,279  
 
Specific (Earmarked) Reserves: 
 

• Future Projects Reserve   - £1,001 

• Allotment Deposits Reserve   - £1,700 

• Balancing Pond     - £2,045 

• Community Infrastructure Levy  - £35,634 (CIL payment 4/25) 

• Depreciation Reserve   - £65,683 

• Grove Meadows Reserve   - £118,176 (s106 contributions) 

• GAD Community Facilities Fund  - £67,205* (s106 contributions) 

• GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund  - £76,078 (s106 contributions) 

• GAD Drainage maintenance fund  - £225,265 (s106 contributions) 

• GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund - £17,211 (s106 contributions) 
 
Total Specific (Earmarked) Reserves   - £609,998 
 
Minus CCLA Property Fund     - £120,000  
 
Total available reserves    - £489,998 
 

• * The Wellington Gate Community Facilities Fund is s106 monies (administered by the Parish Council) to enable 
Wellington Gate community-based groups to hire local facilities to meet the group’s needs. 
 

• ** Public Sector Deposit Fund investment (immediate access) is made up from the following sources: 
 
Current Year Fund (Budget remaining)  - £142,994 
General Reserve    - £103,279 
Community Infrastructure Levy  - £34,634 
Depreciation Reserve   - £34,477 
Grove Meadows Reserve   - £58,857 
GAD Community Facilities Fund  - £67,205 * 
GAD Open Spaces maintenance fund  - £76,078 
GAD Drainage maintenance fund  - £225,265 
GAD Replacement Sports Facilities Fund - £17,211  
 

• ** Local Authorities Property Fund investment (on-going/continual investment) is made up from the following sources: 
 
£60,000.00 from General reserves     
£60,000.00 from the Grove Meadows Reserve   
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